Disease Programme Tuberculosis at the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, "Prevention and control of tuberculosis in the European Union: Where do we come from, where are we, and where are we going?"; Giovanni Battista Migliori, European Respiratory Society Secretary General, "The ERS/WHO/UNION ER survey on management practices on refugees in European Region"; Lee B. Reichman, Founding Executive Director of the Rutgers Global Tuberculosis Institute, "The Tuberculosis Taboo"; Knut Lönnroth, Associate Professor of Social Medicine at the University of Gothenburg, "From stopping to ending and eliminating TB-what does it mean and how can it be done"; Timothy R. Aksamit, Associate Professor in the Pulmonary Disease and Critical Care Medicine Division of Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN, USA, "TB or non-TB (NTM)"; Martin van den Boom, Technical Officer at World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe and Viorel Soltan, Director at Center For Health Policies and Studies, "Jointly tackling tuberculosis and strengthening health systems in the WHO European Region: possible contributions of a multi-partner project approach". TB poses an intolerable burden of ill health across the countries of Europe with nearly 330,000 women, men and children falling ill every year as a result of the disease and 36,000 of them dying of it. Drug-resistant TB is a major challenge in the region. The European Region has the highest percentage of drug-resistant TB in the world and treatment success rates are the lowest. Over the next 35 years, 2.1 million people could die from drug-resistant TB in Europe at a total economic cost of USD Over 600 delegates were registered for the conference, including governmental representatives, scientific experts, opinion leaders, and a broad spectrum of health professionals. Plenary sessions, symposia, poster sessions, and workshops led by world experts, dedicated to the broad issue of TB as a serious infectious disease, to the fight to combat tobacco use and to lung diseases such as chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, pulmonary fibrosis and breathing sleep disorders, provided a wide range of opportunities for delegates to hear about new developments, present their work, meet with colleagues and explore new partnerships.
The following most interesting and important topics were presented and discussed (https://www. unionconference2016bratislava.org/program-download/):
• Transforming and optimizing patient centered model of TB care in countries of Former Soviet Union (FSU). The FSU countries had inherited the Soviet Semashko system of health care but, despite its achievements in ensuring universal coverage, many of those in positions of power expressed discontent with what they saw as its poor quality, inefficiency and lack of responsiveness. They called for change, but were less clear about how to bring it about, especially at a time of severe fiscal constraints and lack of personnel trained in concepts of modern medicine. (7) . It is important that the existing clinical experience in using these drugs and regimen is shared, such that their routine-use programmatic conditions is scaled up, ensuring maximum benefit for patients and countries battling the MDR-TB crisis; • D i g i t a l h e a l t h i n s u p p o r t o f p a t i e n t s a n d professionals. The potential of information and communication technologies (ICT) to combat TB still remains largely untapped. Many countries and partners have embarked on pilot projects to study how electronic health (eHealth) and mobile health (mHealth) can be used in the fight against TB. WHO is in the process of collating evidence and best practices to help guide countries on how to maximize the impact of these technologies for people with TB Interesting that imaging digital technologies can be employed in TB screening, it can be important area for future research and development (8, 9) FCTC) . The purpose of the workshop was to build knowledge and collaboration to empower countries to work together on implementing strong tobacco taxation rules within their own jurisdictions and at EU level.
Delegates and the public were also invited to join an inaugural event "Run for healthy lungs"-an evening charitable run on of 22 June 2016. The aim of this event was to highlight the serious social and medical problems still posed by TB and lung diseases today. Profits will support the Children's Tuberculosis Institute in Dolný Smokovec, Slovakia (https://www.unionconference2016bratislava.org/ social-program/). At any level of the Union conferences, recently I was in Cape Town, December, 2015 (World Conference), and in Bratislava June, 2016 (European Conference), participation of radiologists barely noticeable or even unnoticed, imaging issues have never been presented and discussed at a level of separate session(s). Many specialists (respiratory clinicians, surgeons, critical care physicians, microbiologists, public health specialists) actively participated, except radiologists. In my experience the initiative to organize any workshop, symposium etc. is self-responsibility of the participants. I do hope to see session on medical imaging aspects of TB and MDR-TB at the next Union conference.
